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most commonly diagnosed cancers, and may have 
limited relevance to rarer cancers or cancer subtypes. 
(For information on rare cancers, see the Special Section 
in Cancer Facts & Figures 2017 at cancer.org/statistics.) 
Cancer incidence trends are based on data from 2000 
through 2016 from the National Cancer Institute’s 
Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER)
registries, and mortality trends are based on deaths from 
1975 through 2017 reported by the National Center for 
Health Statistics. Generally, trends are described based 
on the average annual percent change in the most recent 
5 or 10 years, as appropriate. See Sources of Statistics on 
page 67 for more information.

s n the US in 2020, there will be an 
estimated 276,480 new cases of invasive breast cancer 
diagnosed in women (Figure 3); 2,620 cases diagnosed in 
men; and an additional 48,530 cases of ductal carcinoma 
in situ (DCIS) diagnosed in women (Table 1). An estimated 
42,690 breast cancer deaths (42,170 women, 520 men) will 
occur in 2020. 

Incidence trends: From 2007 to 2016, invasive female 
breast cancer incidence rates increased slightly, by 0.3% 
per year.

Mortality trends: The female breast cancer death rate 
peaked at 33.2 (per 100,000) in 1989, then declined by 40% 
to 19.8 in 2017. This progress reflects earlier detection 
(through screening, as well as increased awareness of 
symptoms) and improved treatment, and translates to an 

Figure 3. Leading Sites of New Cancer Cases and Deaths – 2020 Estimates
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Estimates are rounded to the nearest 10, and cases exclude basal cell and squamous cell skin cancers and in situ carcinoma except urinary bladder. Estimates do not include 
Puerto Rico or other US territories. Ranking is based on modeled projections and may differ from the most recent observed data.
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Lung & bronchus 72,500 23%
Prostate 33,330 10%
Colon & rectum 28,630 9%
Pancreas 24,640 8%
Liver & intrahepatic bile duct 20,020 6%
Leukemia 13,420 4%
Esophagus 13,100 4%
Urinary bladder 13,050 4%
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 11,460 4%
Brain & other nervous system 10,190 3%
All sites   321,160 

Lung & bronchus 63,220 22%
Breast 42,170 15%
Colon & rectum 24,570 9%
Pancreas 22,410 8%
Ovary 13,940 5%
Uterine corpus 12,590 4%
Liver & intrahepatic bile duct 10,140 4%
Leukemia 9,680 3%
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 8,480 3%
Brain & other nervous system 7,830 3%
All sites   285,360 

Prostate 191,930 21%
Lung & bronchus 116,300 13%
Colon & rectum 78,300 9%
Urinary bladder 62,100 7%
Melanoma of the skin 60,190 7%
Kidney & renal pelvis 45,520 5%
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 42,380 5%
Oral cavity & pharynx 38,380 4%
Leukemia 35,470 4%
Pancreas 30,400 3%
All sites    893,660 

Breast 276,480 30%
Lung & bronchus 112,520 12%
Colon & rectum 69,650 8%
Uterine corpus 65,620 7%
Thyroid  40,170 4%
Melanoma of the skin 40,160 4%
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 34,860 4%
Kidney & renal pelvis 28,230 3%
Pancreas 27,200 3%
Leukemia 25,060 3%
All sites    912,930 
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